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THE  author  of  the  following  dircourfey  would  inform  the 
yeader  that,  agreeable  iq  a  ufoal  pra<^ice  on  the  Lord's  day  fub- 
fequent  to  a  deceafe  in  the  lociety,  the  text  and  fubjedl  were 
ehofen  with  a  particular  reference  to  the  charadler  of  the  perfon, 
whefe  death  occafloiied  its  publication.  AH  thofe  paflages  which 
have  an  evident  application,  either  to  the  dcceafcd,  or  the  be- 
reaved, were  omitted  on  the  day  it  was  preached,  becaufe  lick- 
3iefs  in  the  family,  and  other  occurrences,  did  not  permit  the 
ueareft  mourners  to  be  prefent. 

It  is  new  mfide  puVHc  at  the  particular  rcqucfVof  the  family 
friends,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  m  tieftimony  of  the  author's 
«fteein  for  her  virtues,  even  as  the  fubjecfl  was  defigned  as  a  de- 
lineation of  her  life  and  ex^mpli^catipn  of  her  chara<ler.>— >^ 
^ebc  of  Juftice  due  to  the  memory  of  a  worthy  friend. 


St.  Luke  x — 37. 

And  hefaidy  he  that  (hewed  mercy  on  him. 
Then /aid  Je/us  unto  him^  go  and  do  thou  likewife. 

A  GOOD  difpofition  of  mind  is  generally  prefcrve^ 
from  all  material  errors  in  religious,  moral  and 
iocial  condu6t.  The  good  Samaritan  in  my  texr,  needed 
not  any  Ikilful  cafuift,  any  celebrated  dodlor  or  teacher 
of  the  divine  law,  nor  any  labored  difquifition  on  moral 
pr  religious  truths,  to  inform  him  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
who  was  his  neighbor — ^^whether  an  enemy  in  diftrefs  was 
a  proper  objed  of  mercy,  nor  to  whom,  or  how  far,  the 
great  duty  of  humanity  fhould  be  exhibited  ?  He  con- 
liiltedonly  the  feelings  of  his  own  heart,  and  (oUowed 
the  dictates  of  that  charitable  principle,  which  the  Divit. 
nity  had  infpirsd. 

In  his  bread  he  found  written  that  great  rule  of  moral 
duty,  which  contains  all  that  the  law  and  the  prophets 
have  taught,  fo  far  as  relates  tofocial  condud,  and  which 
pur  Saviour  hath  kolden  to  vicw^  as  the  great  diredory  of 
(he  chriftian  life.— ■'•  Whatfoever  ye  would  that  others 
ihould  do  unto  you,  do  ye  alio  unto  them."  He  viewed 
an  enemy  in  afBi(5lion,  and  his  foul  bade  him  go  forth 
and  unbofomhimfelf  to  a  fellow  creature  in  diflrefs. 

The  design  of  this  parable  was  to  wreft  from  the 
mind  of  a  few,  an  ancient^  inveterate  and  national  pre- 
judice.— Apparently  folicitous  tp  receive  the  truths  of 
lalvation,  he  comes  to  the  Prophet  of  God  with  this  im- 
portant queftion,  E^hat  (hall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life  f 
^~Our  Saviour  refers  him  to  the  law,  and  diredls  him  to 
love  God  with  all  the  heart,  and  his  neighbor  as  himfelf. 
'—But  he  willing  tojujiify  himjelj^  /aid  unto  Je/uSy — And 
who  is  my  neighbor  ^  This  is  a  queftion,  to  which  eve- 
ry pious  and  charitable  heart  can  find  a  ready  anfwer, 
when  he  finds  a  call  for  rnercvj  or  an  object  that  has  a 
claim  to  humanity,  by  confulting  his  own  breaft. — But 
when  a  principle  of  covetoufnefs,  or  a  prejudice  by  edu- 
cation, has  perverted  the  beft  feelings  of  the  foul,  it  is 
^?ry  difficult  to  arnye  a£  coDyiilipjn,  He 
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He  wifbed  to  juftify  himfelf — —A  long  national  pre- 
judice exiftiftg  for  age§,  delcendjng  from  father  to  fon^ 
and  rivetted  by  educatioHj,  had  taught  the  few  to  look  on 
the  Samaritan,  not  only  as  his  encmy^  but  as  one  whq 
had  no  claim  to  humanity.  The  greatncls  of  this  pre- 
jydicej  we  5nd  in  the  dialogue  that  pafled  b^etween  our 
Saviour  and  the  worpan  of  Samaria,  in  the  fourth  chapter 
of  St.  John.  H^w  is  it  that  thou,  beipg  a  Jsw^  ajketh 
drink  of  me  who  am  a  wom^an  of  Samaria  ?  For  tJpe  Jews 
have  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans,  This  prejudice 
arofe  from  two  caufes.  Partly  from  the  circumftance  of 
the  Samaritans  bping  a  people  who  defcended  from  an 
original,  in  which  the  Jew  united  with  the  heathen  :  but 
more  particularly^  becaufe  the  Jcwiih  priefthood  had  for- 
merly been  polluted  by  intermarriage  with  a  Pagan  fam- 
ily J  and  the  confei^jueiit  oppn  oppoption,  >¥hich  on  that 
event  took  place,  and  ever  afterwards  cxiftcd  by  thecrcc- 
tjng  of  a  fecond  temple,  as  an  intended  rival  to  that  in 
Jerufalem,  which  the  Jewifli  law  had  exprefly  dcfignate4 
for  the  tribes  pf  Ifrael  tp  repair,  for  the  worlhip  of  Je- 

tfOVAH.* 

Our  Saviour  being  perfeftly  acquainted  with  this  pre- 
judice in  the  Jews,  knew  thp  caufeof  his  being  impor- 
tuned on  the  queftion.  Who  is  my  neighbor  ?  He  knew 
that:  it  was  merely  to  juftify  himfelf,  that  the  lawyer  afk- 
cd  for  the  folution  of  To  plain  a  queftion.  He  knew  al- 
fo  that  there  was  little  probability  ofwrefting  from  him 
this  prejudice  againfl:  the  Samaritan,  by  the  ufual  courfe 
of  argument.  To  induce  him  therefore  to  judge  difm- 
igrefledly  on  the  fubjedl,  he  prefents  the  parable  of  a 
certain  man  that  went  down  from  Jerufalem  to  Jericho, 
and  fell  among  thieves^  Here  could  be  no  objedtion  to 
the  perfon  who  had  become  an  objeft  of  diftrel's.  Had 
it  been  a  Samaritan  in  the  fame  fituatipn,  he  would  have 
found  no  compaffion  from  the  Jew.  His  prejudices 
would  immediately  have  arilcn.  But  it  was  a  Jew^  his 
h'other^  and  one  whom  he  acknowledged  the  law  obli- 
ged him  to  view  as  his  neighbor.     In  the  courfe  of  the 

parable 

*  Compare  Nehemialt  ^iiii  ehap.  a8  and  29  ver.  with  S.t.  Johm 
^ap.  30  ver. 
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parable,  while  the  fame  Jew  is  reprefented  as  an  objetfl , 
of  great  diftrcfs;  two  of  his  breihren  aredeftfl-ibcd  as  puf- 
fing by  him,  without  affording  the  lead  relief.  They 
were  perfons  too,  w^iofe  religious  profeflion  and  charac- 
ter, peculiarly  included  the  duties  of  humanity.  This 
condu(f^,  and  that  too,  itomjucb  charafters,  to  an  ack- 
nowledged brother  and  neighbor,  and  hini  alfo  in  great 
diftrefs,  could  not  but  force  from  the  mind  of  the  lawyer, 
t\\t  fevered  cenfurc  on  the  behaviour  of  his  brethren  to  ail 
allowed  neighbor  in  diftrefs.  Had  he  been  a  Samaritan 
indiftrefs,  he  might  have  apologized  for  the  inhumanity 
or  infenfibility  of  his  brethren ;  and  have  replied  that 
fnch  an  enemy  could  have  no  claim  to  the  mercy  of  a 
Jew.  But  tke  cafe  here  materially  differs,  Ic  is  a  Jczpj 
in  diftrefs  :  therefore  humanity  \vas  in  hiS  vi:^w  an  indif- 
penfable  duty.  The  parable  proceeds  to  inform  us,  that 
while  the  perfon  in  diflrefs  found  nohunlanity  from  his 
hretbren  that  pafTed  by  him,  a  Samdritaii  his  profejfed 
enemy,  as  he  journeyedjt  canftc  where  he  was,  and  had 
compaAiori  on  him,  riot  only  fbewing  Kim  immediate 
humanity,  but  providing  for  his  farther  comfort  and 
compleat  recovery. 

How  different  Was  this  eohdufl:  of  the  Samaritan  to  the 
jew  his  enemy,  from  that  which  Jewifli  f)rejudice  would 
have  fuggeflcd  in  a  fimilaf  circumftancc.  It  ^was  fuffi- 
cicnt,  as  appears  by  the  conclufion,  to  convince  the 
lawyer  who  was  his  neighbor,  to  wreft  from  him  his  fa- 
vourite prejudice  againft-the  Sann^ritSn,  by  which  he  was 
before  juft if ying  a  waAt  of  humanity  tov^ards  him,  and  to 
condemn  himfelf  as  deficient  in  iht  law  of  love.  For 
When  our  Saviour,  to  apply  the  parable,  afks  him.  Which 
now  of  thefe  three  thinkeft  thoii.  Was  neighbor  unto  him 
that  fell  among  the  thiyes  ?  He  faid,  he  that  (hewed 
mercy  on  him.  By  which  he  implicitly  aicknowledged, 
that  as  the  Samaritan  conducted  as  a  neighbor,  zndwas 
i  neighbor  to  the  Jew  in  diftrefs  ;  in  like  manner  the  Sa* 
Maritariy  though  viewed  as  an  eneniy  by  the  Jew,  may  be^ 
and  9uiht  to  bey  healed  by  the  latter,  as  his  neighbor  ; 
and  as  fuch  is  entitled  to  the  offices  of  humanity  and  love. 
His  mind  being  thus  happily  diverted  of  prejudice,  and 

prepared 
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prepared  for  the  application,  our  Saviour  prefTcs  it  'oii 
his  confcience  by  one  fhorc  fcntenee— -G«  and  do  ihoti 
likewije. 

The  whole  parable  is  an  inimitable  proof  of  JewifFx 
prejudice,  and  of  thofc  prejudices  of  the  human  heart  in 
general,  which  obfcure  our  view  of  religious  and  moral 
truth,  and  prevent  that  efficacy,  which  the  divine  law 
might  otherwife  have  upon  our  nriinds  and  condu6t. 

We  have  before  us,  my  chriftian  brethren,  a  very 
memorable  Jnftance  of  the  virtue  of  mercy  or  charity  to 
a  fellow  creature,  accompanied  with  an  admonition  to 
every  one  who  hears  or  reads  it  Go  thou  and  do  likewi/L 
A  virtue  fo  important  in  it's  nature  and  confequenccs, 
and  one,  of  which  we  ftand  in  fo  much  need,  for  vrhich 
there  are  fo  frequent  and  numerous  demands  in  every 
age  and  fociety,  a  virtue  fo  necefTary  to  ameliorate  the 
Cond.cion  of  mankind,  fubje6led  to  many  miferies,  and 
which  allf  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweffc  ranks  of  men, 
will  without  diftin6t:ion  finally  wifh  to  find,  may  well  in- 
vite our  ferious  attention  in  thcfe  hours  confecrated  id 
devotion. 

I.  Let  us  confider  the  nature  of  the  virtue  mentioned 
in  my  text — Mercy  is  a  moral  temper  and  difpofiiion  of 
mind,  and  is  to  be  here  carefully  diftinguiflicd  fromthac 
natural  compaflion  or  pity,  wrought  into  our  frame  by 
qur  benificent  Author.  The  virtue  before  us  is  the 
perfection  of  goodnefs  and  moral  excellence.  It  is  com- 
pafTion  heightened  by  divine  grace,  and  raifed  to  become 
the  higheft  of  religious  virtues.  Our  Saviour  in  his  fcr- 
mon  on  the  mount,  defcribes  it  as  the  fum  of  perfedtion : 
Be  ye  therefore  'perfeEl  even  as  your  father  in  heaven  is  per» 
feSi,  Which  another  evangelift  writes.  Be  ye  therefore 
merciful  as  ymr  father  alfo  is  merciful* 

This  virtue,  if  confidered  as  exifting  in  the  Deity,  is 
fynonymous  with  grace.  It  is  goodnefs  or  benevolence 
to  undefervers,  or  to  fuch  as  have  forfeited  all  rcafonablc 
expedations  of  the  divine  favor.  It  is  the  higheft  con- 
ceivable exhibition  of  benevolence. 

This 

•  Compare  iii.  Matthew  v  chap,  fifi  vcr.  wiih  it.  Luke  vh  chap* 
3S  ver. 
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This  virtue  if  cohfidered  ^s  eliding  m  man  may  have 
stations  charaflers  in  view,  as  the  objefls  of  its  exercife, 
ft  is  far  frond  being  limited  to  any  one  clafs  of  men,  or 
clafs  of  adionS.  Simple  compaflion  to  the  afilifted,  or 
giving  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  though  an  arriiable  branch 
of  it,  no  more  completes  the  idea  pfrtiercy  than  of  char- 
ity. To  the  latter  it.  is  more  nearly  allied,  ai  like  this^ 
it  is  one  of  the  esterifiveand  more  univerfal  virtues. 

Mercy  in  man  as  in  Gobj  is  goodnefs  in  its  moft  glo- 
rious exercife  |  and  has  for  its  rhoft  immediate  objeft^ 
offendcrsj  undeferving  and  miferable  perfonis.  .  It  is  ^ 
difpofition  to  fnew  them  more  favor  than  ftrlftjuftice  re- 
quires^ yet  not  in  oppofition  to  righteoufnefs,  but  onl^ 
io  lAt  as  wifdomj  reafon  and  hblinefs  do  approve.  We 
ihali  better  linderftand  its  excellencej  by  attending  to 
Its  fever*al  eKercifes.  In  the  xviii  chap,  of  St.  Matthew^ 
we  have  an  inftance  of  linmercifulnefs,,  The  kirigdorri 
of  hea^ert  is  there  likehed  to  a  tertain  king,  whb  would 
take  an  account  of  his  fervantsi .  One  was  brought  unt6 
ibim,  who  owfd  teti  thoufand  talents  |  and  having  noc 
fufficient  to  pay  v/as  commanded  to  be  fold,  and  all  that 
be  had,  tvci  h's  wife  and  children  that  payment  might 
be  made.  .The  ierv^lnt  therefore  fell  down  and  'fvorfhip- 
ped  him,  0:yingi  haive  patience  and  I  will  pay  thee  all. 
His  lord  was  moved  with  cdmpaffiofl  and  Ibofed  him 
and  forgave  him  the  debt.  Bat  the  fame  fcrvant  went 
out,  and  found  dhe  of  his  fellow  iervants  that  owed  hirri 
an  hundred  p<frnce  I  and  though  earncftly  fapplicated  to 
exercife  patience  towards  hrnn,  remained  tiimovcd  bf 
pity,  and  caft  him'  into  prifon  'dil  h^  Ihould  pay  the 
debt. 

The  only  fault  D^ith  which  he  Can  be  tha'rged  lid  this 
cafe  is  a  wane  of  mercy.  The  debt  he  dtm&ndtd  was 
juR,  and  ke  took  but  the  legal  couffe  to  recover  it»  Ye^ 
he  is  condemned  by  his  lord  as  a  wicked  fcrvaht, 

A  merciful  difpofition  may  nest  be  confidered  ^t  H 
rerpe(£ls  the  poor  and  necefTitoiis,  Thefe  cur  Saviour  ob-, 
kfvt^yi!  always  have  i^itb  yen.  The  great  variety  of 
conditions  among  men,  however  it  may  at  firft  appear 
to  thole  who  are  difcontcnted  with  their  lot  spn  circum- 


^anife  In  the  worWi  is  clearly  an  evidence  cf  the  Civing 
wildom.  To  thofe  who  live  in  neceffitous  cinum* 
'dances,  if  viewed  wish  a  mind  rightly  informed,  ih  ir 
low  cortditioa  in  life  fervesas  an  occafion  for  the  difplay 
of  feme  of  the  greateft  virtues  which  can  aggrandize  the 
human  nature,  Refignaiionj  holy  fortitude,  and  fcif- 
poficffion  annidfl;  the  ftorms  cf  advfrfuy,  Thefe  arc  vir- 
tues which  fpring  up  and  floiarifh  and  advance  to  perfec* 
tion  under  the  fhade  of  poverty.  Our  Saviour  chofe 
luch  a  condition  as  fuffcring  povertyj|ro  cxhibitlthofe 
great  virtues  which  are  holden  to  vievi/  for  the  imitation 
of  his  followers.  Hedid  not  come  into  our  world  to 
give  his  diiciples  perpetual  eafe  and  peace  on  earth,  but 
to  teach  them  how  to  endure  and  turn  the  greateil  natur- 
al evils  into  the  higheft  moral  virtues.  He  holds  to 
their  view  the  crofs  as  the  way  to  the  crown,  and  thith- 
er he  has  led  the  way,  leaving  bthind  him  this  important 
kflon  for  all  that  would  be  his  difciples' — Te  muji  toke 
uf  the  crofs  and  follow  me. 

While  neceffifous  circumftances  ierve  as  an  occafion 
for  the  difplay  of  the  higheft  chriftian  virixies,  to  thofs 
r-ho  live  in  the  humble  vale  of  poverty  ;  the  wifdom  of 
God  defigned  aftill  farther  end  to  be  promoted,  which 
was,  CO  ex'cite  ihe  virtue  o^  compaffion  and  me/cy  m 
thofe,  who  have  been  placed  in  more  eafy  and  affluent 
conditions.  Were  there  none  who  were  needy  and  nc- 
cefiirous,  there  could  be  no  objed  for  the  fxercife  of  one 
important  branch  of  mercy.  The  merciful  fpirit  con- 
fiders  that  he  isfent  into  the  world  to  do  good.  He 
looks  around  and  beholds  numerous  ohjtds,  which  have 
a  juli  claim  to  his  mercy.  Every  fuch  he  confiders  as 
the  vpire  of  his  God,  faying  by  this  prove  your  love  to 
HliM  who  fen t  you  forth  into  ibciety,  endued  with  tal- 
ents capable  of  doing  good.  He  rejoices  therefore  that 
he  is  favored  with  abilities  thus  to  do.  He  rejoices  that 
he  has  an  opportunity  to  afford  fomc  evidence  of  his  love 
to  the  great  Mailer  of  worlds,  by  his  love  to  the  brcch- 
eren.  Pure  religion  and  undeftled  before  GoD  and  the 
father  is  this  j  to  viftt  the  faiherlefs  and  the  widows  in 
their  afli^iton.  to  regard  the  helplcfs  ahd  nccefEtous- 
This  kadi  mc  to  obfcivc  farther—^  » 
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Another  objecf^  for  the  exercife  of  a  humane  and  mer* 
ciful  dilp 'fition,  is  the  affiidted.  Such  was  the  objedt 
of  iji  cxercife  in  ihe  text.  The  good  Samaritan  beheld 
a  perfon  in  diftrefs,  and  whether  an  enemy  or  a  friend,  it 
was  ac  leaf!' a  fellow  creature  in  atiii6tion,  and  as  fuch 
had  ajuli  claim  to  humanity.  The  parable  undoubted- 
ly dcligns  to  r^prefenc  the  perfon  in  dittrefs  as  a  known 
enemy.  Ocherv/ife  much  of  the  force  and  beauty  of  the 
parable  is  lofl:»  Our  Saviour's  defign  was  to  wreft  from 
the  Jew  his  national  p^^judlce  ;  that  by  the  law  of  love 
to  his  neighbor  he  was  not  obligated  to  love  the  Samari- 
iiH,  a  profelTed  enemy.  In  this  want  of  love,  he  wilhed 
i«;  j.jdify  himfelf.  To  eradicate  this  prejudice  our  Sa- 
V  (.«,r  adduces  the  inflance  of  the  Samaritan  as  humane 
vi  mcrctfu}  to  the  Jew  in  diRrels,  and  compels  the 
Jjvv  :•>  acknowledge  that  it  was  fuch  a  deed  of  humanity 
a.s  the  !4'vv  of  love  not  only  approved,  but  inculcated, 
Bv  which  acknowledgement,  he  condemned  himfelf  as 
p  iTrirmg  a  prejudice  againlt  the  Samaritanj  which  the 
pnOi.il  law  would  not  juftify. 

In  th's  view  of  thedefign  of  the  parable,  the  charader 
of  humanity  and  mercy  before  us,  is  greatly  heightened, 
Fjt  in  addition  to  the  involuntary  movements  oi  a  com« 
p.ifTDnate  ioul  to  a  tellow  creature  in  diilrefs,  we  here 
bciioid  the  law  of  love,  snd  an  a£l  of  mercy  heightened 
by  a  reofe  of  religious  duty,  rifing  fuperior  to  national 
prcjjiiice,  and  all  felfiSi  inrerefted  principles. 

By  this  reprefentation  of  a  merciful  character,  our  Sa=. 
viour  exhibits  the  natural  and  genuine  operations  of  a  fpi- 
rit  of  true  love.  As  if  he  had  faid,  wliatever  perverted 
reaCanj  or  depraved  difpofition,  or  inveterate  prejudice 
may  juftify,  as  you  are  nowjultifyingyour  want  of  love 
CO  the  Samaritan,  yet  when  love,  humanity  and  nnercy^ 
arc  the  operations  of  a  religious  principle,  they  will  need 
no  labored  difquTicions  on  the  law  of  love,  to  prove  to 
the  human  mind,  that  it  ought  to  be  unlimited  in  its 
regards  to  the  happinels  of  mankind,  to  a  friend,  to  an 
enemy  and  to  the  world.  The  parable  is  therefore  a  de- 
igned picture  of  mercy  heightened  to  a  religious  grace, 
^  fpeqjmen  ef  the  go%ei  which  he  wss   now  lo  preach 
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$0  man  i  that  whereas  they  had  hitherto  viewed  it  $s  s 
maxim  in  religion,  ihat  one  might  love  thoie  only  who 
loved  them,  in  which  they  did  not  excel  the  principles 
pfpuirlicafi  and  the  /inner,  ihey  ought  on  the  contrary, to 
^ray  for  their  enemies,  blefs  thoje  who  curjed  them^  and 
do  good  to  thoje  who  dejptejully  ujed  them.  By  which 
alone  they  could  referr>ble  the  father  of  the  univerfe, 
who  Jendeth  rain  on  thejuji  and  the  unjuli. 

Though  moral  evil  is  the  great  prolific   fource  of  all 
the  natural  evils  and  miferies  which  befall  the  children  of 
men,  yet  we  may  ip  the  parable   behold    another  der3gr» 
in  the  infinite  plan  of  divine  wifdom,  in   his    permiiTioq 
of  diftrefs  misfortune  and  prefent  mifery.     This  defign 
is,  the  promotion  of  certain  virtues  which  otherwife  could 
never  exift.     Thus    afflic^tion    calls  forth   into  exercife 
from  the  beholders,  virtues  that  meliorate,    refine  and 
exalt  the  human  mind.     By  viewing  events,    to  which 
we  are  mutually  liable,  and   in    which    wc  are  enabled 
feelingly  to  realise  what  dependent  creatures  >ve  are,  the 
exigence  of  diflrefs  creates  a  bond  or  cord    of  union,  en- 
dears man  to  man,  excites  mutual  love,  makes  us  forget 
thofe  vain  diftindions  on  which  one   is   priding   himfelf 
over  another,   and  leads   us  to  remember   that   we  are 
brethren,  companions  and  fellow-travellers,  in  this  ftate 
where  mutability  is  written  on  every  enjoyment,  or  vani- 
ty infcribed  on  every  pofieflien.     Perhaps  that  wile  and 
religious  obferver  of  human  nature,  the  king   of  Ifrael, 
had  fimilar  kntiment?  in  view, when  he  faid,  //  is  better  io 
^0  to  thehou/e  of  mowning  than  to  go  to  the  houfe  offeajiing. 
When  mercy  becomes,  as  in  the  text,  a  religious  vir- 
tue, and  humanity  becomes  a  habit  of  the  mind   culti- 
vated by  afenfe  of  duty,  it  not  only  appears  in  occafional 
aftsofcompaffion  to  the  affiided,  but  delights    to  vific 
the  friendlclSi  the  fatherlels  and  unnoticed  ;  and  like  that 
amiable  charafter  which  MoffS  has  defer i bed  the    patri- 
arch of  Uf,  ^he  cau/e  thai  tt  knows  not,  ii/earches  out. 

Mercy  is  called  a  difintercllcd  virtue,  becaufe  the  ob- 
jedi  of  its  exerc.le  is  notonefelf,  but  another.  Carried 
forth  beyoiidall  perfonal  confiderations  in  folicitude  for 
Che  weifart?  pf  ^i  f;-llow  cieaturc  in  need  or  dillrels,    ths 

hutnar.5 
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liurr.ane' foul  forgets  himfelf,  and   is  totally  abforbed  ii| 

the  intercfts  of  another.     But  though  in   this  refped,  ic 

IS  difhicereiisdj  and  is  in  reality  as  much  fo,   as  any  vir-  J 

tue  or  exei  cife  of  the  mind,  yet  no  one  is  evermore  iruely  ^ 

itiappy,   than  when  engaged  in  afts  of  benevolence,  and 

in  the  Godlike  work  of  doing    good^   relieving   diilrefs 

and  making  his  felJow  creacuies  the  wifer,  the  better   or 

happier  for  his  exiftence.     True  feif-love  ihdVefore,  and 

the  love  of  our    neighbor  are    moil   intimately    united„ 

pur  duty  and  higheft  interefts  are  infeperably  conncded. 

Anothej*  objedl  for  the  exercife  of  the  humane  an4 
merciful  is — the  vicious. — Though  the  merciful  man 
has  a  juft  abhorrence  of  vice,  yet  forefecing  the  miferieg 
confequenfj  he  connpaffionates  the  Tinner,  wifoes  his  re- 
pentance and  converfion  as  the  means  of  his  ialvarion, 
prays  for  it  in  fmcerity,  and  from  a  moft  cordial  aifec- 
tion  to  their  true  interefts,  inftrucfls^  counftls  and  re- 
jproves  as  occafion  preff  nts,  defires  ro  fee  them  by  con'- 
ytxdon,  fna^cbed  as  brands /rem  the  hurmng  i  and  if  an'/ 
of  them  are  recovered,  rejoices  over  them,  and  on  their 
behalf  adores  that  God,  the  riches  of  whcfe  grace  ha§ 
triumphed  over  the  demerit  of  fin.  If  angels  rejoice 
over  the  penitent,  ar)d  if  there  be  joy  in  heaven  over  a  Jin-* 
nef  who  is  converted  from  the  error  oj  his  ways,  truly  ths 
merciful  foul  wilt  rejoice,  who  has  been  the  means  of 
Javing  a  fellow  creature  from  deathy  and  hiding  a  multt" 
iude  of  fins. '  And  little  does  he  deserve  the  cbara<5ter  of 
mercy,  who  whxh  he  occafionally  feeds  the  hungry  and  . 
cloathes  the  naked,  has  not  charity  enough  to  attend  to 
the  deareff  interefls  of  a  fellow  creature,  and  to  ftretch 
forth  his  hand  to  fave  a  brother  from  the  very  verge  of 
the  greateli  conceivable  human  diftrefs. 

When  we  recoiled  how  (jod  ufually  bleffes  ithe  exer- 
tions  of  the  humane  and  merciful,  and  how  many  we 
have  reafon  to  believe  do  perifli  through  want  of  provi- 
fion  for  iheir  early  education,  and  the  want  of  attention 
to  the  formation  of  their  morals  in  early  life,— to  which 
we  may  add,  when  we  confider  what  numerous  experien- 
ces have  attefted  how  all  humane  and  merciful  inflitutions 
fjavy  contributed  to  tlje  happinsfs  of  fociety,  h)'  preler-- 

'  ■  '  vins; 
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ving  maBy  a  miferable  fellow  creature  from  a  life  of  in< 
f^ncy  and  the  moil  awful  cxitsi^-and  how  many  inftances 
there  have  been,  in  which  a  lictlc  feaionable  exertion  on 
our  behalf,  would  have  faved  a  wretch,  who  was  narur- 
ally  of  no  inferior  talencs,  from  ihe  nnoft  piiiable  cataf- 
trophes  j  thefe  confiderations  al!  unite  in  teaching  us, 
that  an  acl  of  charity  to  the  viciopSj  is  ^v  no  nieam  th© 
lead  important  charafteriftic  of  true  mercy. 

Of  this  we  may  be  aifured,  that  were  our  exertions  in 
this  refpe(5l,  greater  than  they  generally  are,  wc  fticuM 
not  fiad  our  labors  unrewarded.  Many  are  fo  void  of 
morals  as  to  be  far  from  wholfome  merr.bers  of  civil  fo- 
ciety.  If  then  there  be  any  call  for  the  mercy  of  -he 
humcine,  this  will  claim  not  a  little  of  the  a»tcr,dcn  of 
the  truely  merciful.  To  be  an  in/lrument  of  the  tennpo- 
ral  happinefs  Oi'a  fellow  creature--— to  rai(e  him  frcmjoie- 
nefs  toinduO:ry,  and  from  beggary  to  the  means  ot  ac- 
quiring his  bread,  mu(t  rejoice  the  foul  of  a  humane 
charader  5  bur  iojave  a  foul  from  death  and  future  mife- 
ry  mul^  be  a  Godhke  ad-  of  mercy,  and  at  laft  raile  x\\t 
benefa(Hor  tojhineas  the  jun  in  the  kingdom  of  the  father  j 
end  havmg  turned  others  i@  righteotfnefSi  as  the  fiars  for 
ever  and  ever. 

The  laft  objedl  for  the  e^cercife  of  the  humane  and  mer- 
ciful which  Ihall  now  be  mentioned,  is  that  which  ref- 
peds  offenders  againd  OHefelf,  And  in  this  view  of  if, 
theh'jmane  are  flow  to  anger,  patient  and  h^ng  fuffenng. 
it  is  the  glory  cf  ^  man  ta  pafs  by  a  tranfgreffion. 

In  this  vievy  alfo  it  is  moderate  in  its  relentments,  and 
delights  to  mingle  companion  with  its  vindicaiicms,  ^o 
far  as  confident  with  juftice  to  onefelf  and  charader^ 
Thus  Jofeph,  being  a  good  man,  conduced  towards 
her,  who  was  the  mother  of  our  Lqrd,  This  is  the 
fpirit  and  glory  of  the  bleffed. 

In  this  view  alfo,  it  is  ever  ready  to  forgive  on  re- 
pentance i  and  even  where  impenitence  remains  in  the 
offender,  the  language  of  mercy  is,  Father  forgive  them ^ 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do.  A  fpirit  and  dilpofition 
this,  compared  to  which  all  the  boafted  fortitude  of  pre- 
tended heroes,  who  aever  knew  what  u  was  to  pafs  over 

,  injuria?. 


injuries,  by  tlie  ehriflian  heroifm  of  forgiv^nefs,  but  iH 
iljiveS'to  the  pafiion  of  revenge,  lb.rink  and  difappear,  as 
before  fuperior  glory.  A  coward  may  fghty  may  rsvenge„ 
may  Jlay  bis  enemy  j  hut  a  coward  never  forgave.  This  is 
referved,  as- tke  triumph  of  ihc  Chs.I£TIan  alone. 

The  merciful  and  humane  d^r^  fucb  to  o^endirs^  2.s  well 
as  to  the  ai]Bi(5kd.  Neither  can  we  fuppofe  this,  to  be  a 
little  part  ofthoie  many  amiable  properties,  which  con- 
fticucc  the  character  of  ths  (ruly  merciful.  Litcle  does 
he  merit  ihis  chafaflerj  in  whom,  wrath,  malice  and  re- 
venge, or  any  of  the  blacker  pairions,  are  fuffcred  to  pre- 
dominite  :  f^r  mercy  is  moil  intimately  united  to  ail  che 
gentler  aif.^6tions.  The  humane  and  merciful  do  boc 
loofe  iighc  of  disc  memorable  lelTon  of  the  Saviour^  If 
thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  there  rememherefi  that  thy 
krcber  hath  ought  agahji  ihee,  leave  thefe  thy  gift  ibtfuri 
ths  a'ti^y  and f' if  go  and  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother ^ 
and  then  co^s  and  coffer  thy  gift. 

ii.  The  importance  and  high  eflimanon,  in  which 
the  virtue  of  hiT-ninity  or  mercy  ought  to  be  vie^¥ed  by 
t)i.  This  a{)p:'ars  from  a  variety  ofconfideranons,  Firft 
from  3  ^i->€].i''  view,  or  a  view  of  man  as  connedled,  aod 
rnjruili:  iepeodenc.  This  connexion  and  dependance 
prevails  imong  9.11  ranks  and  claiTes  of  fociety.  BuS 
where ^rf  'here  is  dependenc®,  the  txercife  of  this  vjitueg 
in  a  di'.yct^,  feems  highly  important.  A  dependance  en 
O'lher:;  evi  i  •. iv  implies  the  neceffity  of  virtues,  that  are 
Very  different  from  mere  juilice.  A  kindnefs  ehsriij' 
and  benevolence,  which  are  invoWed  in  mercy,  and 
which  require  each  to  do  to  others  occaiionally,  foiTsE^ 
thing  farther  than  ftriifl  law  Or  juQice  requires,  are  vir- 
tues that  evidently  conftitute  a  happy  fociety,  or  a  focie- 
ly  of  perfons  mutually  cofine£i:ed  and  mutually  depen- 
dant. 

But  farther  if  this  virtue  appear  important  from  a  view 
©flociery,  fimply  as  cbnne6led  and  dependant,  it  will 
appear  far  more  important  and  necefTary,  from  a  view  of 
this  connefted  focety  as  depraved, — as  mutually  Siablfi 
to  error  and  offence  j'^^^as  fubjed  to  innumerable  misfor* 
<uncs  and  a^i6tions,«-as  nfiutually  needing  each  oihers 
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cliantyj  to  forgive  and  cover  their  failings  and  errors  | 
each  others  kindnefs  and  mercy  to  relieve  them  in  pover- 
ty, 2nd  each  others  counfei  and  advice,  in  cafes  of  difli- 
culry  and  darknefs.  .  ,  , 

Merc}'  is  a  virtue  peculiarly  adapted,  to  man  in  hig 
prefent  ftate  of  darknefs,  depravuy  and  wrerchedntfs. 
It  is  a  virtue;  v^hicK  in  degree  originates  from  fuch  a' 
ftate  of  foc?ety  as  now  defcnbed,  becaufe  neceffary  for 
its  exigence  j  or  at  leafl:  for  its  exiftence  in  any  tolerable 
degree  of  happmefs'.  Mercy  is  a  virtue  which,  in  its 
mofl:  peculiar  propertier,  cannot  be  conceived  to  exift, 
but  in  fbch  2  fiate  of  fociety  as  defcribed.  If  \i could  ex- 
jft,  yet  could  not  be  exhibited  in  that  refpe6l,  in  which 
its  moll  peculiar  excellence  confifts.  Ifno  error,  and  no 
mifery,  there  could  be  no  difplay  of  thofe  mofl  amiable 
and  Gadlike  properties  of  mercy,  patience,  modera- 
tion in  refentments,  and  forgivenefs  of  offenders  -,  nor  ot 
compaffion  and  humanity  to  perfons  in  difirefs  and  af- 
fliftion. 

Its  importance  farther  appears,  from  the  confiderar 
tion,  that  it  is  a  virrue  nearly  connetted  to  all  the  pecu- 
liar virtues  of  the  religion  of  Jcfus.  As  his  gofpd  is  ^ 
fyflem  of  grace,  in  )  ke  manner  all  its  peculiar  virtues  on 
which  it  infifts,  are  of  that  kind,  which  are  conncded 
with  a  fpirit  of  grac^.  juflice  is  a  virtue  nectflary  foi* 
the  exiftenee  of  fociety,  wiihout  any  regard  iotht\r  be- 
ing confidered  as  depraved  :  but  mercy  is  a  virtue  which^ 
like  the  gofpel  itfelf,  originateF,  and  is  founded  upon 
the  fuppofition  of  Jbciety,  as'  depraved  and  wretched. 
Mercy, like  th^  gofpeljis  not  for  the  righteous, but  the  un- 
figbteoufi  not  for  angeis  hmjinners.  1'hey  that  are  wholes 
need  neither  the  gofpel,  nor  mercy,  neither  the phjftcianf 
nor  the  man  of  compafllon,  btit  they  that  are  fick^  We 
preach  not  the  gofpel  to  the  righteous,  we  beftow  not 
charity  to  the  rich,  neither  is  there  room  for  the  exercife 
of  conipafiion,  but  t6  tine  depraved  and  wretched.  Not 
only  is  mercy,  in  this  refpeft,  ^nearlv  related  to  the  gof- 
pel, but  all  evangelical  virtues  involve  in  them  one  or 
cirioreof  the  branches  of  mercy. 

Ils  importance  farther  appears,  frOm  the  confidcratiori 

of 
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5&f  their  weight  in  the  final  deqifions  of  thelaft  day.  Ii^ 
our  Saviour's  defcription  of  the  procefs  of  the  future  re- 
tributions, recorded  in  the,  twenty- fifth  chapter  of  Ma-r 
thew.  He  takes  particular  notice  of  the  virtues  of  the 
righteous.  Ail  thefe  virtues,  are  direcSlly  of  the.  nature 
of  mercy.  ., .  /  was  hungry  and  ye  gave  me  meat  j  /  was 
thirlly  and  ye  gave  me  drink  i  1  was  naked  and  ye  cloatbed 
'me  &c.  Thefe  are  the  virtues  of  which  our  Saviour  m- 
fornns  us,  there  will  be  a  particular  cognilance,,  Whilq 
He  afTures  us  that  the  leaft  deed  of  real  charity^  even  a 
ci^p  of  cold ^  water  I  and  that,  io  the  ieafl  of  his  br  ether  en], 
fiial)  be  graciouOy  regarded,  and  at  lait  honorably  men- 
tioned before  the  univerfeof  aflembled  worlds,       ,. 

,  Its  inrsportance  farther  appears,  from  the  coniideration» 
that  we  all  of  us  ftand.in  the  moil  neceffitous  and  periih- 
ing  need  of  mercy,  from  our,  heavenly  Father,  Here 
v^e  all  (land  on  a  level,  the  prince  and  peafant,  the  fain^ 
and  finner  i,  for  all  have  finned  and  come  Jloort  of  the  glory 
of  GOD.  ;  How  muft  be  be  confounded,  who,  would  ia 
the  day  of  his  diftrefs,  approach  to  the  altar  of  Gop,  and 
fupplicate  for  mercy;;  who  never  knew  wha^  /it  was,  to 
unbofom  his  foul  to.  a  fellow  creature  in  mifery.^  Buc 
on  the  contrary,  with  what  confidence  may  that  man  go 
into  the  prcfence  of  God,  through  the  wd.y  opened  by  a 
Mediator,  and^afkfor  mercy,  though  far  from  relying 
on  his  perfonal  meritj'  who  is  confcious  that^  he  ppfTcf-. 
fes  the  fame  fpiric  to  a  fellow  creature,  Vt^hich  he,  wilhes 
to  have  difplayed  and  exercifed,  towards  himfelf,  fron^ 
the  great  Sovereign  difpofer  of  the  riches  of  grace,^  , 

III.  L-ec  us  attend  to  the  rewards  which  await  the  mer- 
ciful  and  humane,'  .Here  let  us  not  flatter  ourfelvcs  with, 
ah  idea,'  that  in  refpecfl  to  perfonal  merit  foleIy»  there 
will  be  any  reward  awaiting  the  mercifuL.  Our  Saviouf 
obferves,  that  hlejfed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  (hall  oh" 
thin  mercy.  But  the  very  idea  of  obtaining  mercy,  ex- 
cludes the  idea  of  pur  naerit.  For  if  the  reward  he  of 
works,  grace  is  no  more  grace-,  arid  mercy  ceafes  to  bc_ 
\7hat  it  is  called,  that  ii,  gopdnejs  io  undejervers,  or  to 
thofe  who  have  forfeited  all  right  to  happincfs,  on  the 
feafisofjudicej  or  the  law.     Bui  there  is  the  lefsneed  o^^ 
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th«  caution  j  for  merciful  men  are  the  fur  theft  from  ar* 
rogating  merit  to  themfelves,  and  are  the  moft  humble 
of  all  fouls.  Mercy  is  often  but  another  name  for  hu- 
mility. It  is  one  of  chofc  virtues,which  never  inhabits 
with  the  proud  iihncr,  but  takes  up  its  abode,  in  the 
manfion  of  the  meek  and  humble  breaft.  While  the 
merciful  are  looking  for  the  rewards  that  awaic  them, 
they  view  this  coming  felicity,  as  5// of  grace,  znd  grace 
too  much  more  rich  and  free,  than  any  aSi  oj  mercy  they 
were  ever  able  to  exercife  to  a  fellow  creature.  Therefore 
we  find,  thaty  in  the  above  mentioned  defcripiion  of  the 
future  pyoceis  of  Judgment,  when  honorary  mention  is 
made  of  the  deeds  of  mercy  and  humanity,  which  the 
faints  have  wrought,  they  are  fo  far  from  appropriating 
any  of  the  merit  of  thofe  good  deeds,  that  they  afk, 
LORD  when  did  we  fee  Thee  hungry  ajtd  gave  Thee  meat ; 
§r  thirjiy  and  gave  1" bet  drink  I  They  afTume  nothing  to 
themfelves.  But  after  ail  the  good  deeds,  ofarealchrif- 
tian,  he  »0Kf  acknowledges,  and  wi]l^»tf//y  acknowledge, 
that  he  is  indebted  to  God,  for  all  his  talents  and  abili- 
ties  to  do  good  to  others,  indebted  for  his  very  virtues, 
and  for  ail  thole  opportunities  and  occafions,  which 
brought  thofe  virtues  into  exercife,  and  that  //  is  by  the 
grace  of  GODj  I  am  what  I  am.  He  takes  to  himfelf 
she  loweff  feat,  and  in  the  lowed  feat  will  he  be  found  at 
the  day  of  Judgment,  till  he  hear  the  voice  of  his  Judge, 
faying,  Gq  up  higher ^  or  take  a  more  exalted  place. 

Thus  will  our  poor  broken  and  imperfedl  fcrvices  of 
mercy  and  kindnefs,be  rewarded  by  the  Father  of  mercy. 
Then  Ihall  we  fee,  that  every  adt  of  humanity  has  been 
noticed,  that  God  viewed  them  as  if  done  unto  Him ; 
and  then  fhall  we  fee  verified,  what  we  have  been  taught 
to  believe,  that  he  who  give th  to  the  foor^  hath  only  lent' 
unto  the  £0/?D— hath  only  lent  the  treafures  forward, 
which  he  then  receives  with  a  rich  additional  reward  from 
the  riches  of  grace.  Then  fhall  they  find  all  the  pre- 
cious promifes  molt  glorioufly  accomplifhed,  and  not  a 
jot  or  tittle  of  iht  promifes  any  more  than  cf  the  law  fail- 
ing. Thcfe  lower  heavens  and  this  earth  Ihall  fail — the 
fun  that  bright  luminary  of  heaven,  and  the  golden  Jampf/ 

thas 
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that  have  burned  for  ages,fhall  fail— fball  be  cxtlnguiihed  . 
in  utter  darknefs  j  but  as  to  the  word  and  the  promifes,  ^ 
upon  thefe  my  foul  relisih  i  they  caa  never  fail.  He  that 
doetb  good  pall  receive  good  j  he  that  watereth  oihers, 
Piall  he  watered  himfelfi  be  that  feedeth  the  hungry ^Jhall 
be  chathed  with  the  garments  of  praije  i  he  that  comfort- 
tth  thofe  who  are  caji  down,  fhall  he  comforted  olfo  him/elf  j 
GOD  fhall  make  all  h'lsbedinhisficknefs^  and  fir  en gth  en 
his  heart  on  the  bedof  languifhing.  In  the  hour  of  death, 
when  the  wicked  fhall  fay  with  the  man  of  Ephraim, 
^hey  have  taken  away  my  gods  in  which  I  trufled,  ttn4 
what  have  Imore^  Divine  mercy  will,  tb  the  merciful  man, 
ibine  bright  and  be  more  glorioufly  difplayed  and  exalt- 
ed than  ever.  In  that  awful  hour,  when  the  dcareft  of 
earthly  friends,  can  only  ftand  around  with  tears,  the 
thoughts  of  mercy  that  we  have  done,  and  of  that  God 
of  mercy  to  whom  we  are  goings  will  let  in  a  gleam  of 
light  and  glory  and  make  our  fouls  to  triumph  amidft  the 
pangs  of  dififalving  nature.  Onefucb  an  hour  in  the  per- 
iod o( perijking  need  outweight  an  age  qf  felfifb  and  fin« 
ful  joys. 

IMPROFEMENT. 

In  the  review  of  what  has  been  obferved  on  the  fubje£fe 
before  us,  we  are  naturally  led  to  confider  the  virtue  of 
mercy  as  very  extenfivc.  It  is  not  confined  to  the  tem- 
poral interefls  of  a  fellow  creature, to  feeding  the  hungry 
or  cioaching  the  naked,  or  relieving  the  opprefTed,  or 
compafTionating  the  afBifled.  But,  in  whomloever  it 
become-  a  habit  or  ruling  principle,  it  embraces  the  re- 
ligious as  well  as  temporal,  the  future  as  well  as  prefenc 
jnterefls,  of  humanky.  Mercy,  as  diftinguifbed  from 
mere  occafional  ads  of  humanity,  is  the  higheft  evange- 
lical virtue,  and  is  moft  intimately  united  to  piety.  We 
behold  it  perfectly  exemplified  in  the  great  pattern  of  all 
excellence,  whofe  mercy  led  him  to  heal  the  fick,  to  en** 
lighten  the  ignorant,  and  reclaina  the  finner,  mingliag 
piety  v;ith  humanity.  While  the  world  beheld  his  hand 
ftretchcd  forth  to  relieve  the  diftrefTed,  they  heard  the 
word*  of  life,  and  lefTons  of  imm:>nal  confolaiion  drop- 
pins 


C     so     )     . 

ping  from  his  lips. — In  one  hand,  you  behold  him  pre- 
iennng  the  cordials  of  human  confolation  ,  in  the  other 
his  gofpel  difplaying  to  the  enraptured  view  of  the  fin- 
nerjan  infinite  plan  of  the  nnoft  aftonifhing  love  and  mer-' 
cy,  conferring  a  peace  and  reft,  exalted  above  all  earth- 
ly comforts.         '  :   >  ,     f- 

Such  is  the  charader  of  mercyj  which  we,  in  our  mea- 
fiire  are  to  imitate.  '  From  a  difpofition  refembling  this, 
fhe  leaft  deed  of  humanity,  becaufc  of  the  motive  froni 
•which  it  arifes,  excels  the  moft  fplendid  deeds  of  often- 
tatious  charity.  Our  Saviour  once  ftw  it  exifting  though 
tloathed  under  tlie  humble  garb  of  her,  who  caft  her 
mites  into  the  treafury,  and  declared  that  flie  excelled  all 
who  had  prefented  their  gifts.  '  And  v/hile'  the  Almighty 
paffed  over  the  great  events  of  kingdoms  and  empires, 
HE  gracioufly  notices  the  humble  Cornelius,  and  com- 
miffioned  an  Angel  from  heaven  to  affure  him,  that  his 
frayers,  umitd  with  his  alms,  had  come  upfer  a  memorial 
before  GOD.     •"  '    '    •    ■ 

If  this  be  a  jufl  idea  of  mercy  as  a  religious  virtue,  as 
that  which  unites  piety  with  charity,  as  that  which  Is 
folicitous  for  the  religious  as  well  as  terrjporal  intcrefts  of 
a  fellow  creature,  how  far  are  they  from  deferving  the 
chavadier  in  the  fight  of  heaven,  who  content  themfclvcs 
with  fimply  occafional  a6ls  of  compaffion  and  humanity. 
And  even  if  this  had  beconhe  raifed  to  a  habit,  yet  how 
can  he  be  juftly  entitled  to  the  charafter  of  the  truly  mer- 
cifwl,  who,  while  his  ear  is  open  to  the  language  of  dif- 
trefs,  can  ftill  iinfeelingly  behold  a  fellow- creature,  yea 
numberSjftandJng'apparently  on  the  brink  of  mifery  with- 
out end,  and  withhold  that  religious  charity,  which  might 
J'ave  a  foul  from  death. 

Farther,  if  mercy  when  properly  exhibited  in  acls  of 
love  and  charity,  be,  as  defcribed,  the  peculiar  objecfb 
of  Divine  and  human  complacency  and  efteem,  how  fa- 
VQred  of  heaven  are  they;  who  arc  placed  in  circumftan- 
res,  endued  with  abilities,  ?nd  blefled  with  opportuniti.es, 
jn  which  nothing  but  a  difpofnion  is  wanted,  to  exhibit 
eo  divine  and  human  view,  all  the  various  branches  and 
icvely  qualities   cf  lo  Godlike  a  virtue  !  furely  the  xc- 
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fount  which  they  mud  render  to  the  Onnnifcient  Judge 
is  lolemn,  if  they  have  doc  made  a  right  improvfrnent," 
But  what  a  bright  crown  cf  glc-ry  that  fadeih  not  nway 
awaits  thole  faithful  fervants,  who  have  thus  been  favour- 
ed and  have  duly  improved  the  talents  committed  to  their 
trod,  by  the  Righteous  Ruler  of  the  vs/orid.  This  leads 
me  to  obferve,  that  however  favoured  they  may  be,who 
are  thus  diftinguifiied  by  the  mod  fnining  abilities  to  do 
good,  and  rpolt  happy  opportunities  to  rejoice  the  hearts 
of  their  fellow-creatures,  yet  if  we  add  to  all  thefe,  a  dif- 
pofuion  like  the  good  Samaritan  in  the  text,  to  improve 
the  favourable  momentSj  how  much  more  are  fuch  the 
favoured  of  God  and  the  beloved  of  men.  For  here 
the  good  the  merciful  charai^er  ftands  complete.  The 
mod  fplendid  talents  without  a  good  difpofition,  are  like 
the  whited  fepulchre,  bur  fimply  fair  vi'ichout.  A  hum- 
hie  and  a  charitable  foul,  though  capable  of  ading  only 
in  a  narrow  fphere,  and  dwelling  in  the  lonely  vale  of 
obfcurity,   isinfiaiteiy  to  be  preferred. 

Farther,  if  fbch  be  the  excellence  of  a  merciful  dif- 
pofuion,  what  a  blcfpng  to  the  world  is  the  perfon  pof- 
|effing  fo  amiable,  fo  Godlike,  and  fo  neceiliary  a  virtue 
while  living,  and  what  a  lofs  is  fuftained  when  called  to 
leave  the  world.  How  many  are  the  hearty  and  feelinp' 
mourners  on  luch  an  oocafion,  as  the  removal  of  the  kind, 
the  humane  and  merciful.  While  they  were  living,  like 
fome  kind  angel,  fome  meffcnger  of  love,  they  delight- 
ed in  making  others  happyj  and  in  vifiting  the  houfe 
of  want,  the  chilled  habitation  of  poverty,  to  rejoice  the 
hearts  of  the  needy.  On  the  removal  of  fuch  then,  mu(t 
there  not  be  many  to  lament,and  will  there  not  be  many 
an  orphan  s  tears  ivept  on  the  grave  of  ^heir  benefa^lor^ 

Farther,  if  this  be  a  virtue  fo  acceptable  in  the  fighc 
of  Goo  with  what  calmnefs  and  bumble  confidence  and 
holy  triumph  may  fuch  leave  the  world,  at  the  pleafure 
and  will  of  heaven.  Life  was  given  to  try  and  prove 
their  virtues,  to  be  a  feafon  of  a'^^ive  ufefulnefs  and  ha- 
bitual preparation  for  higher  fervices  and  mo^'e 
extenfivc  bicfTednefs.  They  confidered  it  as  thqs 
defignsdj    they    viewed    themfelves    as   Cent  either  for 
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ehefe     en&.      They     .aw    they     couid    not    benefit 
God,   or  iay    him  under   oblig.uon,   bm   ,hev  7™! 

were  frr V     /  "Pi"  ^^'  §'■"■  "'^  '■w  which  they 

were  leu  mto  focety.     Th,s  end  they  have  fieadiiyaim! 

as  fa  many  takr..:.  cnaoiled  to  them    for   improvement 

mma  to  the  glory  of  God,  tbey  can  tri,ft  that,  throuph 
ine  merits  of  Chrifi,  they  will  be  at  laft  gracouQy  own- 
^.andrece.ved  ;„tothe  family  by  the  children  of  heaven. 
^«rf  i  biarj  a  tmce  f,om  hetnwi  faymi,  write    hlelTed  ar, 

tors  and  their  works  do  follow  them 

confidenc';  V^""'"^  ""'  ™P™^^'^^-'«  °f  life,  with  what 

and  fnends  whom  we  le.,ve  behind  us,  to  the  char<re  and 

th  ;  °' ■  ""Pr  -^r  •     K"°*'"8  '''''  when  ;?  leave 
them,   tne  Father  m  heaven  will  make  them  the  objefls 

of  hts  care  and  love.  When  the  Pfaimia  obfe.vcs^X, 
Jaw  s  the  righteous  forfaken  or  bis  feed  beggin.  bread  t 
aae?Ke""  '^.^'',^'Jr?-'-  referent!  I  fhe  char- 
wLa  i  '""^■'["■'-'°^  he  adds-ft  is  ever  merciful 
Ztl .  t  u  ^""''^  '  P'"'*^"'  '"^«  '>':hind  him  a  valua- 
ble  ntcreft,  he  can  by  no  means  affore  himfelf  that  thi, 
w.    featretoh.s   children  either  happinefs   or     efp  ft 

tLv  Telle  r  'rT^^T''^'  legacyfand  one  whic'^.a 
may  leave  for  ihofe  that  furvive.which  is,  a  religious  and 
vtrtuou.  edocatton,   or  ami.ble  virtues 'nor  on)    taught 
from  the   bps,  but  e.empbfied   in    life  and    conduft. 
Dmne  Prov.dence^ofually  blefTeth  f.:ch  e,tamp!es  to  the 

X  thtr  r  "'  •  ''^''"- .  ^"'  ^""'^"'  ">"«  -  "«  virtue 
^tre  o  r  '•K'^"°"  '^^^-■^)^^  of  contemplation,  to 
lecu  e  to  our  ch.Idre.rand  thnfe  «i,h  ™hom  vie  are^oft 

crea'tte^''f^'^."''l>^'  and  affeflion  of  our  fellow 
creaiu.es.     Should  they  ever  be  in  need  and  diftrefs.the 

tntmory 
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jnemory  of  tbeJr  good  parents  who  wfr?  bsnefu£lors  to 
focicty,  will  amcfi  awaken  €cre:Gufnefs  tjjelf  co  deed* 
of  charity.  This,  will  one  and  another  fay,  and  it  is  no 
uncommon  event  to  hear  it  faid,  this  is  the  child  or 
friend  of  a  once  eminent  and  charitable  laint  who  is  now 
in  heaven.  Perhaps  the  oblervation  of  this  cr  fimilar  e- 
venrs,  occa'Soned  the  pfalnpiilVs  great  affurance  rtfpeding 
the  generation  of  the  righteouSjOr  merciful,  above-men- 
tioned. This  affection  of  others  is  no  little  tvcafure  to' 
fecure  for  cur  friends  that  furvive  \i3.  That  after  all,  \x 
is  but  an  earthly  trealurfj  and  difappears  irt/hen  compared 
to  their  being  the  charge  of  a'  Father  in  heaven,  PFhen 
my  father  and  mother  far  Jake  me  fben  the  LORD  ':zilltaki 
me  into  his  heavenly  care. 

Farther,  if  fuch  be  the  virtues  of  our  deceafed  fricndSg 
\vith  what  refignacion  ought  we  to  have  given  thecn  up 
at  the  call  of  Gqd— and  vvhat  filial,  childlike  and  duti- 
ful fubmiffion  ought  we  to  exfrcifc,  after  they  are  re- 
moved from  us  by  death.  We  onght  always  to  remem- 
ber that  our  dearcft  friends  are  bleffings  that  are  onlvlcnS 
to  us, and  that  but  for  a  litile  time.  When  r.hr;y  sre  re- 
moved, v/e  Hiould  remember  that  however  d«;sf  and  val- 
Qable  they  \vere  to  ds,  yet  there  is  a  Bting  in  the  hea'srenSs, 
who  has  an  infinitely  greater  propriety  in  theiiVjSnd  righc 
to  difpofe  of  thervi  according  to  his  will  and  pleafurCa 
ihart  we  can  poSlbly  pre! end.  He  has  taken  only  whaf 
Vsras  his  own,  and  to  which  he  had  an  infinue  right.  Sure- 
ly then,  the  friend  and  io\Tr  of  GcD,  will  fhew  his  af- 
fedlion  for  his  deceafed  friend,  in  a  fubordination  to  iht 
Divine  will.  And  there  is  no  better  proofof  love  to  God, 
and  of  our  belonging  to  the  family  of  his  dear  childrcRj 
than  the  exercife  of  chriftian  refignation  and  filial  fub- 
minion  to  his  will,  in  thofe  feafons  of  life,  V-hen,  by  the 
lofs  of  near  friendsy  v;e  are  called  to  experience  aE  the 
bitterneis  of  human  woe» 

Perhaps  there  was  danger  of  loving  them  too  mncli. 
In  our  alFeftion  to  the  gift,  we  nnight  have  too  much 
forgotten  the  Giver.  He  therefore,  by  Juch  difpenfations 
in  his  holy  Providence,  is  calling  you  who  mourn  the 
2ofs  of  dear  and  valued  friends  to  remember  this  dzngtr^ 
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and  ro  take  heed  that  your  love  and  afftdion  to  an  earth- 
ly coaipanion,  a  filler,  a  child  or  a  friend,  be  lubordi- 
n'ate  to  your  love  of  Him,  who  is  the  r.^ther  of  all  bieiT- 
ings  and  bleflednefs.  Ac  fuch  Teafons  the  child  of  Geo 
ought  to  chink  thus  within  hiiTifelf.- — If  this  friend,  this 
earthly  bleiilng  now  removed  from  me,  which  at  bctt,  is 
fiO  more  than  a  ftream  from  the  Great  Fountain,  and  like 
all  other  dreams  was  liable  to  be  cut  off  or  to  dry  away, 
bej^/  fo  dear  and  valuable,'  how  much  more  valuable 
mud  it  be,  to  be  admitted/  one  day,  to  join  my  friend 
again,  and  unitedly  to  advance  to  the  Great  fource  of 
all  bleffing,  and  drink  in  immortal  vigor  and  joy.  With 
this  view  therefore/  v/hilc  mourning  the  lols  of  dear 
friends, lee  us  rerriember  tliat  valuabi.?  aa  they  were,  there 
\^  2i  better  2ind  more  durable  treafure  referved  for  thofe 
v/hom  temporal  lolTes  have  led  to  feek  for  the  riches  of 
grace,  and  for  the  love  of  HIM,'  in  whoj'e favor  is  life 
and  wbofe  loving  kindnejs  is  better  than  life.  'Though  af- 
jliSlicns  are  Jor  the  prejent  not  joyous  but  grievous^  never- 
thelejs  they  work  out  the  feaceabU  fruits  of  righteoufnefs, 
to  them  that  are  exercifed  thereby. 

Probably  there  are  many  who  can  experimentally  fay 
"—from  the  time  I  loft  fuch  a  near  friend,  I  have  turned 
my  thoughts  more  from  earthly  vanities  to  the  one  thing 
■needful — to  a  friend  and  a  treafure  which  can  never  fail. 
I  heard  a  voice  faying  to  me — LoveH  thou  me  more  than 
ihefe.  It  convinced  me  that  my  afFedions  were  too  much 
engrofTed  in  things  which  cannot  profit,  1  faw  my  error — 
I  faw  it  to  be  the  rod  of  a  father,de[igned  not  for  judgment, 
but  corredlion  ;  and  am  now  happy  to  be  able  to  fay — 
Before  1  was  affiiSled  I  went  afiray^  but  now  have  I  learn- 
ed to  keep  thy  word. 

Farther,  if  fuch  be  the  virtues  of  our  deceafed  friends 
— ^let  us  be  thankful  that  in  our  aalidions,  we  arc  noc 
called  tc  mourn  as  wit:hout  hope.  They  have  left  be- 
hind them,  many  pleafing  and  valuable  memorials  of 
their  paft  life.  We  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  have 
happily  finifhed  their  work,  and  are  now  at  reft.  If  we 
loved  them,  fhall  wc  envy  them  their  prelent  blifs  ?  Shall 
we,  for  the  fake  of  tBeir   longer  fociety  on  earth,   wilh 

then:* 
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them  to  return  and  leave  their  {prefent  delights  for  the 
vanities  and  forrows  of  the  world  ?  Oh  !  could  heaven 
be  for  a  moment  unvailcd  to  our  view,  could  we  fee  that 
nappy  number,  thofe  multitudes  which  no  one  can  counts 
ftanding  round  the  thrown  and  the  Lamb  ;  could  our 
eye  follow  the  departed  fpirit  of  our  dear  friend,  as  it 
winged  its  way  to  heaven,  could  we  then  fee  them  raifing 
their  immortal  hallelujahs,  how  fliould  we  rather  willi  to 
unite  with  them^  than  vainly  wiili  their  return  to  us. 
They  have  waked  with  the  divine  likene/Si  and  they  are 
fatisfied. 

.  Farther;  if  fuch  be  the  virtues  of  our  deceafed  /rfends^ 
let  us  ^ho  are  living,  feek  to  imitate  them,  [o  far  as  they 
were  followers  of  the  Lamb.  Let  us  remember  their 
virtues, and  eherifh  them  in  our  hearts,  and  thus  (hew 
our  affection  and  refpefl  to  their  memory.  This  is  a 
moft  important  ufeand  a  valuable  improvement  of  our 
bereavents.  Be  ye  followers  of  them,  who  through  faith 
and  patience  inherit  the  prsmifes. 

Finally,  if  fuch  be  the  virtues  and  confolitions  which 
unite  in  the  deaths  of  our  dear  friends,  if  fuch  the  happy 
exchange  of  the  one^'  and  fuch  the' confolations  of  thofe: 
who  were  bleffed  with  fuch  virtuous  friends  Vi^hom  they 
could loqfe,  how  peculiarly  favored  are  the  mourners  of 
that  deceafed  pcrfon  to  whole  memory  w'e  are  this  day 
fhewing  our  refpefb,  in  having  the  mof!  charitable  ground 
of  hope  and  belief,  that  thefe  were  the  virtues  of  their 
and  our  friend  t  and  that  thefe  are  the  confolations  which 
may  juftly  fill  their  hearts  under  their  mournful  folemni- 
ty. ,  Mercy  in  its  various  branches,  as  has  been  defcri- 
hzd,  appeared  confpicuous  in  her  life,  and  feemed  to  be 
her  higheft  delight.  While  flie  vifitcd  the  houfe  of  for- 
roWj  fhe  ever  appeared  to  be  far  from  being  unniindf  ul  of 
the  religious  interefts  of  her  fellow- creatureSj  which  we 
bbierVed  to  be  an  important  branch  of  true  mercy.  Wc 
do  not,  in  this,  attempt  to  defcribe  her  character  at  large, 
but  only  the  mof^  promitient  feature.  Her  religious 
profefTion,  attended  with  an  amiable  fincerity,  to  which 
lier  friends  and  acquaintance  have  fufiiciently  tefl:ified,by 
■their  efteem  while  Ihe  was  living  and  their  fympathy  now 
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that  fhe  is  removed,  unite  in  affording  the  greatefi:  char- 
ity rafpedling  her  prcfent  ftate,  in  that  world  to  which 
fhe  has  been  called.  With  this  belief  then  iht  biivg 
dead  yet  fpeaketh—io  her  friends  and  acquaintance  weep 
not  for  me.  Racher  how  ought  we  to  be  thunkful  if  we 
have  Jucb  friends  whom  we  can  lament:  vi'nh  Jo  good  a  hope. 
To  weep  under  the  lofs  of  near  relatives,  and  elpecially  of 
the  virtuous, is  but  a  tribute  due  to  their  memory.  Jesus 
W€:pt  over  the  grave  of  bis  friend— it  was  the  tear  ot 
fenfibil'.ty,  HE  wt  pt  the  lofs  of  fo  much  virtue.  It  was 
alfo  the  tear  of  iympa*hy,  HE  v.-ept  irpm  love  tea  fami- 
ly w^iO  had  lo(t  an  afl«rctionatp  brother.  But  though 
Jesus  haih  toughr  us  by  his  example  to  weep,  HE  hath 
ailo  rayghr  us  to  fet  bounds  to  our  mourning.  That  we 
jhouid  not  fufFer  it  to  be  immoderate,  |eft  we  thereby 
fhew  a  murmuring  fpirit.  HE  hath  taught  us, that  while 
she  fiefh  is  weak,  tbejj)iritjhculd  be  zvilling  and  refigned. 
Father  if  it  he  fcffihUy   let  this  cup  fafs  from  ms.     jNever-- 

ibele/s,  not  as  I  will ^  hut  as  Thou  •wilt.- -l^be  cup  which 

my  Father  hath  given  me^  foall  1  not  drink  ^  And  let  us 
remember  that  the  fame  God  who  fends  mercy, fends  af- 
flidion — the  fam.e  love  that  gives  our  daily  bread  re- 
quires that  we  bear  a  daily  crois,  till  we  arrive  to  our  Fa- 
ther's houfe  where  there  is  no  fin  and  no  crofs— -^^//  vir- 
tue and  all  fullnefs. 

To  that  Gop  who  is  lov?,  let  opr  piety  and  humanity 
daily  afcend  as  the  fm.oke  of  the  incenfe—Let  our  prayers 
&nd  our  alms,  like  thofe  of  the  good  Cornelius,  nk  for 
a  memorial  hg/cre   God, 

And  lee  us  remember  that  vye  can  no  better  {hew  ou,r 
love  to  our  deceafed  friend,  whofe  mjemory  is  fo  dear  to 
us, than'by  exhibiting  the  fame  piety  and  humanity  in. our 
lives.,  AfBi(51ion  fa/idified  unto  the  production  of  fuch 
virtue;?,'  are  better  than  a  thoufand  unfandtified  mercies. 

• — ; O  !  for  a  Hinftififd  lot,  my  dear  friends  !  A  fanc- 

tirttd  lor,  tho  in  the  vale  of  poverty,  in  the  fhades  of  re- 
proich  and  in  the  floods  of  oyerw]ielming  foirow?,  is  the 
moft  dffirable  portion  on  earth.  It  is  an  additionally 
h.ippyfying  cirr umll:ance,when  this  fandificd  lot  is  unii- 
«d  [J  prtfcht  fulncfs,  that    we  may   ttllify  our  love   to 
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t'r:  Saviour,  by  our  good  deeds  to  the  bretheren*  O  \ 
wnat  a  portion  has  fuch  an  one.  All  the  pafling  brillian- 
cy of  a  triumph  and  tranficnt  glory  of  an  earthly  courC 
and  retinue  flirink  in  the  comparifon. 

In  that  great  day,  when  Jefus  the  fovereign  of  angelsi 
and  men,  who  has  the  keys  of  death,  and  who  openeth 
and  none  fhutteth,  fliall  bid  his  children  rife  from  the 
dull,  and  inftead  of  fackcloth  IhaU  *rray  them  with  the 
beautiful  garments  of  falvation — in  liiat  day  when  he 
Ihall  turn  to  them  with  a  fmilcof  love,  all  fhall  be  real- 
ized which  we  are  now  taught  to  believe.  Heaven  and 
earth  fhall  pafs  ay^ay  but  not  a  tittle  of  his  promifes  fail. 
In  that  day  fhall  we  naeet  our  virtuous  friends,  and  if  we 
are  afiimilated  to  their  charaders,  we  fhall  find  many  to 
whom  we  have  been  benefaflors  on  earth  in  the  nobleft 
fenfe,  having  been  inftruments  of  guiding  them  into  the 
path  which  leads  to  heaven.  Thus  having  added  to  the 
charity  of  the  body,  the  more  divine  charity  of  the  foul 
by  turning  others  to  righteoufnefs,  we  fhall  not  only 
Hand  in  our  lot  among  the  faints,  but  fhine  forth,  with 
more  diftinguifhed  luftre,  as  the  flars  in  the  firmamens 
^f heaven.  ■         ' 
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